
Back in town

Newprogramdirector embraces return to Loveland

MEALS ONWHEELS
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Reporter-Herald StaffWriter

Jeffrey Pomranka, the new executive director of Meals
on Wheels of Loveland and Berthoud, has strong ties
to Loveland.

“I have a daughter going to Bill Reed Middle School
where her grandparents and greatgrandparents went to
school,” he said.

Pomranka left Loveland in the late 1960s or early ’70s
because his father was in the military and stationed in
Germany. After his father retired, the family moved to
Colorado Springs, where Pomranka graduated from
high school. He soon left again forWashington
University in St. Louis, Mo. He stayed in St. Louis,
where he met his wife Jennifer and had two daughters,
but he always knew he would return.

“I always figured this is where I would retire to, so I
knew I would come back. I just didn’t realize the
opportunity would present itself so soon,” he said.
Pomranka’s sister was living in their maternal
grandparents’ house and wanted to downsize, she
offered it to Pomranka to return home.

“I came back, living in the house where my mother
grew up. My parents moved up after they retired from
Colorado Springs to Estes Park and my little sister is
right down the street,” he said.

Pomranka filled the shoes of Elizabeth Harless, who
retired after 24 years with the nonprofit in April.

“This really talks about standing on the shoulder of
giants. She built a great organization that everything
runs so smoothly ... I feel very welcome

into the Meals on Wheels family,” he said.

Pomranka worked in various nonprofits around the St.
Louis area since 1992.

“As I looked back, it’s not necessarily important what I
do, but why I do things. I didn’t set out knowing this,
but looking back, I really enjoy helping people
maintain their independence,” he said. Many of the
nonprofits he has worked for have helped people with
various disabilities gain or maintain some form of
independence in their life.

“Just being a part of the community is important to me.
Working here, it’s such a community organization,” he
said.

One of the first challenges Pomranka may face is the
tightening of the federal budget. Although Meals on
Wheels will not be directly affected by proposed cuts,
as they do not receive funds through the Community
Development Block Grant program, other nonprofits in
the area could be — leading to a bigger demand from
funds coming from community donors.

“What I found is that if we can build — and I believe
we have before I even got here and will continue to
work on— a good strong core of people that believe in
what we do, we will get through it,” he said.

Michelle Vendegna: 970-699-5407,
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Jeffrey Pomranka, executive director of Meals on
Wheels, stands Friday in the kitchen area of Meals
on Wheels in Loveland as staff and volunteers
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prepare meals for delivery. Behind him from right
are Brandy Lepore, Nick Donahue, Cheryl Remple
and Kay Troutman.
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